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SPRING BALL
Fundamentals are key for the 
Eastern football team’s defense, 
according to their defensive 
coordinator.
PAGE  8
The Eastern men’s tennis team has 
four matches left this spring sea-
son, with three of those matches 
being conference opponents.
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STILL GOING
Town hall to discuss university restructuring
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Two town hall meetings providing a look 
at the proposed reorganization of existing 
structures at Eastern will be held Monday 
and Tuesday.
Materials from the town halls will  be 
posted on the vitalization project website 
following Monday’s meeting.
Along with the restructuring, the “broad-
er implications of vitalization” across East-
ern will be talked about, according to an 
email sent out by Provost Jay Gatrell.
This includes framework extended from 
the collaborative efforts of the vitalization 
project, specifically Workgroups No. 8 and 
9, the report from the review committee 
looking at those groups, the Student Suc-
cess Taskforce and feedback from people 
such as deans, chairs and representatives of 
shared governance on campus.
During the vitalization project, Work-
group No. 8 looked at new programs the 
university could add to increase enrollment, 
while Workgroup No. 9 looked at reorga-
nizing or consolidating academic depart-
ments. 
A  rev iew commit tee  then  looked  a t 
Workgroup No. 8 and 9’s suggestions and 
made recommendations of its own, includ-
ing reorganizing the university into a five-
college structure and a one-stop shop for 
undergraduate student success programs.
Recommendations from the Student Suc-
cess Taskforce include the creation of learn-
ing communities, a “virtual one-stop” of all 
of Eastern’s web-based student services and 
a “physical one-stop” which would include 
advising, supplemental instruction and tu-
toring. 
The Daily Eastern News will be streaming 
Monday’s town hall on Facebook and post-
ing updates on Twitter.
The News desk can be reached at 581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kelsey Knopp, a sophomore special education major, Caroline Egan, a junior Eng-
lish major and Kayley LaGrou, a junior middle level education major dine on food 
during “The Hunger Banquet” inside of Pemberton Hall on Wednesday evening.
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Students eat food on the floor during “The Hunger Banquet,” where they were placed in a group to demonstrate how the bottom 60 percent of the world in economic status 
might eat. 
Banquet shows issue
of hunger disparity 
By Olivia Swenson-Hultz
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
Students learned about different levels 
of hunger disparity through an interactive 
dining experience at the “Hunger Banquet” 
inside of Pemberton Hall on Wednesday 
evening.
Students were informed upon arriv-
al that 1.3 billion people live in pover-
ty around the world, while 850 million of 
them suffer from chronic hunger.
The Oxfam Banquet, a common college 
practice that is meant to raise awareness of 
hunger insecurity and how wasteful Amer-
ica is as a country, was the inspiration for 
the banquet.
Students were placed into different 
groups representing various income levels 
throughout the world.
Kelsey Knopp, a sophomore special ed-
ucation major, was among those placed 
in the third group, which was supposed 
to represent the bottom 60 percent of the 
population who may make from $911 a 
year to $2.50 a day.
“I didn’t like the fact that I saw other 
people being served and I wasn’t served. It 
definitely opened my eyes to what it’s like 
not to be able to eat dinner like everyone 
else,” said Knopp, who consumed cheese 
and meat rolls on the floor using toothpicks 
for one portion of the night.
Banquet, page 5 
Local weather
Rain
High: 50°
Low: 33°
Partly Cloudy
High: 54°
Low: 37°
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State and Nation 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Trump hopeful for US-NK talks
WASHINGTON (AP) — An enig-
matic North Korean leader takes a secre-
tive train trip to China to affirm fraternal 
ties and declare a commitment to denu-
clearization.
It sounds like Kim Jong Un's visit this 
week, but his father and predecessor Kim 
Jong Il made similar declarations on a 
trip to Beijing, months before he died in 
2011. Yet North Korea's nuclear weap-
ons development only sped up.
President Donald Trump expressed 
optimism Wednesday after the young-
er Kim's meeting with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, saying there's "a good 
chance" that Kim will "do what is right 
for his people and for humanity." But 
there are plenty of reasons to be skepti-
cal that the U.S.-North Korean summit 
slated for May will produce the break-
through that Washington wants.
After a year of escalating tensions, 
Trump agreed to talks after South Ko-
rean officials relayed that Kim was com-
mitted to ridding the Korean Peninsu-
la of nuclear weapons and was willing to 
halt nuclear and missile tests.
That has tamped down fears of war 
that elevated as Trump and Kim trad-
ed threats and insults and North Korea 
demonstrated it was close to being able 
to strike the U.S. with a nuclear-tipped 
missile.
Kim's meeting with Xi offered some 
reassurance to Washington that "denu-
clearization" will be up for negotiation if 
the first summit between American and 
North Korean leaders in seven decades of 
animosity takes place.
But while Trump has elevated ex-
pectations of what that sit-down would 
achieve, North Korea has yet to spell out 
what it wants in return for abandoning a 
weapons program that Kim likely views 
as a guarantee for the survival of his to-
talitarian regime.
The readout of Kim's remarks to Xi 
as reported by China's state news agen-
cy Xinhua strongly indicates Pyongyang 
is looking for significant American con-
cessions.
Abraham Denmark, a former senior 
U.S. defense official, said the North's lat-
est offer to "denuclearize" still appears 
contingent on U.S. creating the right 
conditions. In the past, Pyongyang de-
manded that U.S. withdraw troops from 
the peninsula, end its security alliance 
with South Korea and the nuclear pro-
tection it offers its ally.
Ending six years of international se-
clusion, Kim was spirited into Beijing 
by special train under tight security like 
his father before him. He met with Xi, 
seeking to repair relations that have been 
frayed as China has supported tough 
U.N. sanctions and slashed trade with its 
wayward ally in frustration over its refus-
al to stop its provocative behavior.
Experts at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies think tank said in 
an analysis that by meeting Xi, Kim may 
be seeking an insurance policy that "even 
if summit talks fail with the U.S. that 
North Korea could still fall back on its 
relationship with China."
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
a close ally of the president, is worried 
about a less than ideal outcome.
He said Wednesday he's worried that 
in his talks with Kim, Trump will fo-
cus on the intercontinental missiles that 
can reach the U.S. mainland and not the 
shorter-range missiles that threaten Japan 
and may "end up accepting North Ko-
rea's possession of nuclear weapons."
Redistricting struggles continue
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dealing 
with an issue that could affect elections 
across the country, Supreme Court jus-
tices wrestled Wednesday with how far 
states may go to craft electoral districts 
that give the majority party a huge politi-
cal advantage.
But even as they heard their sec-
ond case on partisan redistricting in six 
months, the justices expressed uncertainty 
about the best way to deal with a problem 
that several said would get worse without 
the court's intervention.
The arguments the court heard 
Wednesday were over an appeal by Re-
publican voters in Maryland who object 
to a congressional district that Democrats 
drew to elect a candidate of their own.
The Maryland case is a companion to 
one from Wisconsin in which Democrats 
complain about a Republican-drawn map 
of legislative districts. That case was ar-
gued in October and remains undecided.
Justice Stephen Breyer suggested that 
the court could add in yet a third case in-
volving North Carolina's congressional 
districts and set another round of argu-
ments to deal with all three states.
His comment is an indication that the 
justices haven't figured out the Wisconsin 
case in the nearly six months since it was 
argued.
More importantly, it suggests that Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy, whose vote almost 
certainly controls the outcome, has reser-
vations about using the Wisconsin case 
for the court's first-ever ruling that dis-
tricting plans that entrench one party's 
control of the legislature or congressional 
delegation can violate the constitutional 
rights of the other party's voters.
The Maryland lawsuit offers the court 
a more limited approach to dealing with 
the issue because it involves just one dis-
trict that flipped from Republican to 
Democratic control after the 2011 round 
of redistricting.
The justices have several issues before 
them: Should courts even be involved in 
the political task of redistricting? Is there a 
workable way to measure how much pol-
itics is too much? Do the particular plans 
being challenged cross that line?
There was broad agreement that the 
Republican voters who sued present-
ed what Justice Sonia Sotomayor called 
"pretty damning" evidence that the Dem-
ocrats who controlled the state govern-
ment wanted to increase the Democrats' 
edge in the congressional from 6-2 to 7-1.
The Wisconsin case also has a poten-
tial problem that could prevent a decision 
about partisan redistricting.
Breyer said that even a decision strik-
ing down the Maryland map, which he 
said seems to be an extreme gerrymander, 
would not necessarily apply to other cas-
es and would leave unaddressed what he 
called a serious, national problem.
If the court doesn't confront the big is-
sues now, Breyer said, sophisticated map-
makers using increasingly powerful tech-
nology will create more effective partisan 
maps after the 2020 census.
The Supreme Court has put the draw-
ing of new maps on hold in North Caro-
lina and Wisconsin, but refused to block 
the Pennsylvania court's adoption of re-
vised congressional districts for this year's 
elections.
TODAY ON CAMPUS: 
Spring 2018 Discarded Textbook Sale | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM | Textbook Rental 
       Paperbacks cost $2.00 and hardbacks cost $5.00. 
Financial Fundamentals:  Financial Aid | 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM | 1418 Klehm Hall 
       The LIFE Center presents, "You're Never A Loan: What to Know About Financial Aid." 
        Learn the ins and outs of financial aid while in school and after graduation!  
EIU Writing Center Workshop: MLA References | 4:30 PM | 3110 Coleman Hall 
Dissecting Piece by Piece | 5:00 PM | 4440 Booth Library 
        Guest speaker Dr. Anne Stiles will give a talk entitled “Dissecting Piece by Piece: 
        Experimentalism in Late-Victorian Fiction.” Dr. Stiles will explore the connections 
        between the history of neuroscience and literature in the late 19th century. 
TODA   AMPUS 
Rauner OK with 
aide campaigning 
during crisis
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Gov. 
Bruce Rauner is unconcerned that his Pub-
lic Health Department's chief of staff took 
a 2016 leave of absence for political cam-
paigning while the Quincy veterans home 
battled Legionnaires' disease.
The Republican told reporters in East 
Peoria Wednesday that the home record-
ed no Legionnaires' cases during Erik Ray-
man's absence. The Associated Press reported 
Tuesday that Rayman took unpaid leave in 
October and November 2016 to work on 
Republican House campaigns.
Rauner said that at the time, "There 
hadn't been any cases in quite a while."
Democratic Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee Chairman Tom Cullerton criti-
cized the administration's priorities.
Legionnaires' has claimed 13 residents' 
lives since 2015. Three cases were diagnosed 
two months before Rayman's departure. 
The disease returned in 2017 and four new 
cases were confirmed last month.
Law enforcement 
vet to lead police 
watchdog agency
CHICAGO (AP) — A woman with 
an extensive background in Illinois law 
enforcement has been nominated to lead 
Chicago's police oversight agency.
Officials say Secretary of State Po-
lice Director Sydney Roberts was cho-
sen to lead the Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability by a search committee. 
Roberts' appointment by Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel must go before Chicago City 
Council for approval during Wednes-
day's meeting.
The appointment of Roberts was met 
with skepticism by a critic of the police 
disciplinary system.
Northwestern University law profes-
sor Locke Bowman says he isn't passing 
judgment, but he's not excited to hear 
the person picked to head the police 
oversight agency has an extensive back-
ground in Illinois law enforcement.
COPA was created following the 
2015 court-ordered release of vid-
eo showing a white police officer fatal-
ly shooting black teenager Laquan Mc-
Donald.
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By Andrew Paisley
Campus Reporter | @Andrew_Paisley1
How to cite sources, summarizing and paraphrasing will be some of the topics dis-
cussed during the “Avoiding Plagiarism” workshop hosted by the English department 
and Writing Center, at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Apr. 4 at the Writing Center in Cole-
man Hall.
Workshop facilitator Kelly Pierce, an English graduate assistant, said the workshop 
will begin with standard tips for participants, like how to quote people in papers, fol-
lowed by participants receiving handouts on how to do in-text citations in MLA and 
APA format. There will be copies of these worksheets handed out during the program 
available for anyone who comes into the Writing Center.
Pierce, who helps students at the center with brainstorming, citation, sentence struc-
tures and other writing concerns, said plagiarism is the biggest issue among students 
who write papers.
“A lot of students commit unwitting plagiarism,” Pierce said. “A common miscon-
ception is that it is not plagiarism if they summarized or paraphrased the information, or 
if they think what they are writing should be common knowledge.”
Pierce said a lot of students are surprised when a teacher tells them they committed 
plagiarism, because they think the works cited page is the only necessary piece of the 
puzzle.
“We really want students to focus on their in-text citations,” Pierce said. “We will re-
ally be stressing the importance of correctly summarizing, paraphrasing and quoting in 
the context of students’ papers.”
Workshop facilitator Nayer Sultana, also an English graduate assistant, said this pro-
gram will be one of the most important ones the Writing Center hosts.
“I think the workshop will be most important, because we will be discussing the im-
portance of formatting, which of course helps to avoid plagiarism,” Sultana said. “Some-
times students plagiarize without even knowing it, only because they do not have a clear 
idea about plagiarism.”
Sultana said it is important to use proper citations to avoid plagiarism, because usage 
of new media and technology has increased a lot, and it is becoming harder to detect the 
authenticity of sources.
English professor Jad Smith, assistant director of the Writing Center, said the it runs 
12 workshops per academic year and it is designed to help writers with all aspects of the 
writing process.
“Some topics included in our workshops have been MLA style, APA style, strategies 
for writing in-class exams, writing scholarship essays, making an argument and intro-
ductory paragraphs,” Smith said.
According to Smith, the workshops presented by  the Writing Center have proven to 
be very successful for students.
“We have had approximately 120 students from programs across campus attend our 
workshops this year,” Smith said. “They have all felt that the workshops helped them in 
one way or another.”
The Writing Center is located at room 3110 in Coleman Hall. Its hours are 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday. 
Andrew Paisley can be reached at 581-2812 or at abpaisley@eiu.edu. 
Citation, summarizing 
tips to be given at 
Writing Center event
THALIA ROULEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Student Body President Luke Young discusses the importance of participating in Panther Service Day, which is 
being held on April 7 at the Student Senate meeting Wednesday evening. The meeting was held in the Arcola-
Tuscola room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
By Analicia Haynes 
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
The Student Senate did not make 
quorum at its meetingWednesday night, 
and members only gave their committee 
and executive reports.
However, voting for the executive 
board positions will be next Monday and 
Tuesday.  
Four students will be running unop-
posed for the fall student government 
positions.
Rebecca Cash, the current student 
vice president for academic affairs, is run-
ning for student body president; Zac Co-
hen, the current student vice president 
for student affairs, is running for execu-
tive vice president; Tyler Stoklosa, a cur-
rent student senator, is running for stu-
dent vice president of student affairs and 
Carson Gordon, a current student sena-
tor, is running for student vice president 
of academic affairs. 
Voting will take place on April 2 and 
3. Unofficial election results will be an-
nounced on April 4. 
Cohen said he originally wanted the 
student senate to vote on the FY19 bud-
gets for Student Government, the Uni-
versity Board and the Student Recreation 
Center that were already approved by the 
Apportionment Board.  
Because the year is coming to an end 
and the bills need to be approved, Cohen 
said he might have to request emergency 
legislation so the senate can vote on them 
next week instead of tabling them.  
"We're not really in a rush, though, 
because we finished two weeks earlier 
than expected," Cohen said.  
The Student Senate is expected to 
meet on April 4 and vote on bill propos-
ing constitutional revisions and a bylaw 
change that were introduced to the Sen-
ate during its March 21 meeting.  
There are over 20 revisions to the stu-
dent government constitution. Cohen 
said at the March 21 meeting that the 
last time it was updated was in 2014.  
The bylaw change proposes that giv-
en a special circumstance regarding a sen-
ator who is unable to serve one semester 
but wants to serve during the second, the 
Senate can take a vote on whether or not 
the person can serve instead of the speak-
er of the senate and the executive board 
making the decision or guessing what 
they should do. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 581-
2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu 
Student Senate fails to meet 
quorum, does not vote on bills
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The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Editorial Board
Thursday, 03.29.18
Review: ‘Love Simon’ misses the mark
Those interested can inquire at opin-
ions.DEN@gmail.com for all opinion 
questions, submissions and letters to 
the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish 
letters to the editor.
      Editor- in-Chief               Managing Editor                        Opinions Editor                           Sports Editor               Photo Editor              Associate News Editor           Assistant Photo Editor    
      Cassie Buchman                     Analicia Haynes                      Carole Hodorowicz                     Sean Hastings               Jordan Boyer           Olivia Swenson-Hultz        Thalia Rouley
We’re hiring
If you are interested in writing, editing, 
taking photos or videos, producing 
content on social media or designing, 
we have a place for you. All experience 
levels and majors can apply. Just come 
down to 1811 Buzzard Hall or email 
deneic@gmail.com or cjbuchman@eiu.
edu for more information or with any 
questions you may have.
STAFF EDITORIAL
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Caffeinate accordingly
We need to talk about the Middle East
Abigail Carlin
Get involved
on campus
Colin Roberts
After seeing some pictures of the war in Ye-
men, I wanted to write on the U.S’s long rela-
tionship with the Middle East. Many think it 
started that fateful day in September. And it’s 
true, 9/11 is when most people started paying 
attention to the region. But in truth, the CIA 
had been around the Middle East since the 50’s. 
What we know from declassified documents 
is that the CIA orchestrated the 1953 Iranian 
coup that overthrew Iran’s prime minister. This 
shouldn’t surprise anyone, considering what the 
CIA did in the Congo and South America, but 
it still really sucks for the people who have to ac-
tually experience a CIA overthrow. 
But the consequences of that coup will come 
up later. For now let’s return to 2001. After the 
towers fell, we invaded Afghanistan, to dispose 
a group we had supported in the previous cen-
tury. Our military was supposed to be the best, 
but it turns out that a trillion-dollar army can 
be frustrated by lots of mountains and combat-
ants who don’t wear uniforms.
We did clean up a lot of the Taliban, for a 
time at least. There were Taliban members and 
sympathizers a country over in Pakistan, but we 
couldn’t really invade them. Something about 
Pakistan having nukes and sometimes being our 
allies.  
After that it was Iraq. We don’t often agree on 
anything as a nation, but I think we all try and 
quietly ignore Iraq at this point. There were no 
weapons of mass destruction. Saddam’s regime, 
as horrible as it was, had nothing to do with the 
Saudi Arabians who flew planes into our towers. 
But here’s where we’ll circle back to Iran. 
They’ve always had beef with us, ever since the 
whole CIA-coup thing. And then we up and in-
vade both of Iran’s next-door neighbors. Sud-
denly Iran finds themselves the meat in an 
American-invasion sandwich. So what does Iran 
do in this situation? 
Why, secretly attack US soldiers of course. 
Iran is also majority Shia Muslim, which hap-
pens to be the dominant form of Islam in Iraq. 
This lent itself well to an Iranian-Iraq pipeline 
of weapons and fighters. It also didn’t help that 
our leaders turned Iraq into a dumpster fire with 
American and Iraqi lives as fuel. 
So we’ve got Iran, Afghanistan and Iraq. But 
if you think those are the only three countries 
we’ve got our hands in, you’re wrong. Next let’s 
talk about Saudi Arabia. 
Saudi Arabia is Sunni Muslim, which if you’ll 
remember is the opposite of Iran. Interestingly 
enough, the two countries hate each other. 
We’ve got an OK relationship with Saudi 
Arabia. Sometimes they help us, sometimes they 
help the groups trying to kill members of our 
military. Sometimes we chastise them, some-
times our POTUS signs a $110 billion arms 
deal with them. It’s complicated.
Saudi Arabia is also currently at war with Ye-
men, and has been for some time. It’s resulted 
in a horrific humanitarian crisis, and the U.S is 
helping Saudi Arabia orchestrate it (we’ve sent 
US soldiers and weapons to Yemen. Yipee.).
My point in all this is simple. We’re at about 
six-thousand dead in Iraq and Afghanistan, with 
about forty-thousand wounded. We’ve learned 
some hard lessons, or at least we should have. 
We meddled in Iran and Afghanistan, and that 
backfired. We’re still in Iraq, arming groups to 
fight for us. And they’ll likely turn on us when 
they realize US promises’ hold as much water as 
a mesh basket.
So how do we fix it? We’re so entrenched 
now. So let’s just start with a conversation. A 
conversation on what exactly we want to see 
happen in the Middle East, and why it looks 
like it does today.
Colin Roberts is senior English major. He can be 
reached at 581-2812 or at clroberts@eiu.edu.
I was excited to see “Love Simon.” A cheesy ro-
mance with the face of two queer people? I was so 
ready. However, “Love Simon” was not an endear-
ing coming out story for two queer folk in a subur-
ban high schoo. It was a misleading portrayal of two 
outed stories, one tragic and the other romantic. 
For the reader’s reference, the difference between 
coming out and being outed is monumental, and 
the consequences  are devastating and traumatic. 
Coming out is completely aligned with the wants 
and needs of the individual. Ideally, coming out 
is something done willingly and lovingly, wheth-
er it be a big gesture, telling a few friends, posting 
a long memoir on Facebook, all of these, none of 
these and/or endless combinations. Also, it may dif-
fer based on your local and familial culture. Com-
ing out can look a million different ways, but it is al-
ways voluntary. 
Being outed is different. Being outed is involun-
tary and the result of broken trust, blackmail, ru-
mors and again, the possibilities are endless. Being 
outed is not always traumatic or dramatic, but it be-
trays the individual, as the information given out-
wardly was not freely given by the individual. The 
“outing” process can be masked as coming out, as 
there is an outside pressure placed on the individ-
ual. In this case, the pressure coheres the individual 
to reveal a part of themselves they may not be ready 
to share, whether it be with family, close friends or a 
larger community. 
“Love, Simon” follows a young man, Simon, and 
his friends in high school as they slowly approach 
graduation day. Simon feels the weight of his hid-
den sexuality. This is not to be confused with shame, 
as Simon is not ashamed of being a homosexual; he 
just is not ready to share that with his family and 
friends. Understandably so, considering how one of 
his peers had come out a few years prior and that is 
all that person became known as: gay. Simon cele-
brates other aspects of himself, as he should, but be-
gins to embrace his sexuality after meeting another 
closeted classmate through an anonymous post on 
their high school’s equivalent of a chatroom (this as-
pect is hard to explain, but it is kind of like an anon-
ymous Facebook exclusive to this school). 
Simon is good friends with a girl who everyone 
wants to be with, and through a confusing series 
of crushes, lies and blackmail, Simon finds himself 
alone after he is outed. Because of the measures he 
took to keep the blackmail at bay, Simon’s actions 
against his friends seem, in their eyes, unforgive-
able. However, the focus and real drama lies in the 
fact that now Simon is outed, and everyone knows 
about the emails he had been exchanging with Blue, 
and Blue no longer wishes to communicate.
At this point in the film, we do not know who 
Blue is, and throughout the entirety of the film, 
even when things are going great between Simon 
and Blue, Blue wishes to remain anonymous. By the 
time Simon is outed, Blue had recently come out to 
his family and received a great response, but he was 
still not ready to come out publicly. That is a de-
cision that the consumer and Simon must respect. 
However, that is not how the film ends. Once 
Simon wins all of his friends back, he makes a big 
post on the anonymous site calling to Blue to meet 
him at the school’s carnival. With the whole stu-
dent body watching (literally watching at the base of 
the Ferris wheel), Blue shows up at the last minute. 
Flustered, overwhelmed and anxious, Blue reveals 
that he would not have come out without Simon.
Romantic, maybe? Problematic, definitely.
Simon, and the creators of this movie mean well, 
but they confuse the difference between outing and 
coming out. Blue was not ready, in his eyes, and it 
does not matter what anyone else says, because the 
only person that matters in the coming out process 
is the individual coming out. 
I hope that, in the future, we see many more 
films featuring queer people at the forefront, but 
perhaps, without the romanticization of coming 
out. 
Abigail Carlin is a junior English language arts ma-
jor. She can be reached at 581-2812 or at alcarlin@
eiu.edu.
The lack of student participation on campus 
has been getting hard to see lately. Organizations 
campus-wide have seen the negative consequences 
that stem from the obvious student apathy.
For instance, Student Senate could not get any-
thing done at its latest meeting because it could 
not fill quorum, or the amount of members need-
ed to be present to be able to vote.
And whether it is a matter of people being “just 
too busy” or people thinking someone else might 
step up to the plate, we now have four uncontest-
ed individuals running for the student govern-
ment executive board.  That means four people 
who may or may not align with you and your val-
ues as a student will be running to represent you 
and hundreds of other students on this campus in 
the next year. Their ideas, whether good or bad, 
will not be challenged; their platforms will not be 
fought; their beliefs on how they plan on repre-
senting this school and the many faces that cul-
minate here will not be brought into question 
because people decided that running for a student 
government seat just wasn’t important enough.  
Guess what? It is. 
Because when you allow the same people who 
have been on student government already and 
who clearly agree with one another since there is 
never any debate at the meetings to run things, 
you get outcomes like the approval of the panther 
statue that many expressed displeasure with on 
social media.  
Being on student government would have giv-
en you the chance to say something about this.
Of course we understand and respect those stu-
dents who work three jobs, commute to and from 
campus, who have children, or a million cred-
it hours or who are genuinely busy and don’t have 
time for extracurricular activities. 
But what about the students who just go to 
classes, eat and hide in their dorms? 
We know that student government isn’t a glam-
orous gig but that’s our point. Sure it’s not great, 
but you could have changed that. You could 
have made it better and gotten things done that 
can actually benefit this campus.  
Despite the fact that all of the candidates for 
student government executive positions are run-
ning without an opponent, we still want students 
to vote thoughtfully and take the election seriously.
It is OK to vote no confidence in candidates 
you deem unfit to serve, if you truly feel that way.
Just because there is only one person running 
does not mean they are necessarily the best choice. 
But if they are, vote for them. 
Remember, these are people who are supposed 
to be representing you and your values. Keep that 
in mind when you vote.  
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Owura Kuffuor, a graduate student from Ghana studying political science, gives a presentation on his native language of Twi Wednesday eve-
ning in Coleman Hall for National Foreign Language Week. Kuffuor volunteered to give the presentation because of the response he received 
at Globalfest.
By Mary Ellen Greenburg
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
As a part of National Foreign Language 
Week, Owura Kuffuor, a graduate student in 
political science, offered to teach people his na-
tive language of Twi.
Kuffuor is from Ghana. He said there are 
several different languages and dialects of the 
language in his native country because of em-
pires and families in history fighting for terri-
tory and the borders of the countries being re-
defined.
“You could have someone living in the Ivo-
ry Coast and their farm land is in Ghana,” Kuf-
four said. 
After a brief history on his country and the 
language, the rest of the lesson was taught in 
immersion style. Little to no English was spo-
ken during this time.
Kuffuor said getting the opportunity to share 
it with others has allowed him to show some-
thing that he is passionate about. 
“I have a passion for teaching. I took ad-
ditional classes in Twi in high school which 
helped me learn English,” Kuffuor said.
Kuffuor engaged the students and faculty 
who were present and interacted with them. 
He taught them how to greet others, how to 
say good morning, good afternoon and good 
evening, as well as basic body parts. 
Addison Bayer, a junior musical perfor-
mance major, was so intrigued about learning 
the language that she left for a recital and then 
returned to learn more after the recital was fin-
ished. 
Danielle Ehrlich, a senior kinesiology and 
sports studies major, attended the session be-
cause she wanted to see what it was about.  
“It was something different. It sounded in-
teresting,” Ehrlich said. 
Mary  Ellen Greenburg can be reached at 
581-2812 or megreenburg@eiu.edu
Students ‘immersed’ in new language
Graduate student taught 
others his native tongue
Erin Zurek, a freshman communication disor-
ders and sciences major was placed in group two, 
which represents 25 percent of the population 
who may find it moderately easy to obtain food 
and may make between 912 and 9,075 a year.
Zurek said that this is the socioeconomic class 
she’s used to because she has to work to get food 
and people may take that for granted.
“We’re very fortunate that just about every-
one here has come from somewhere where they 
haven’t had to struggle every day to get food, so 
it’s kind of out of sight, out of mind and then we 
see the problems other people have to face,” Zu-
rek said.
Kayley LaGrou, a junior middle level educa-
tion major, was placed into group one, which 
represented the top 15 percent of the popula-
tion, with a per capita income of $9.076 thou-
sand or more. 
“It feels really unfair that I get to eat while 
other people aren’t,” said LaGrou as she enjoyed 
a turkey and cheese sandwich, chips and cookies 
that were delivered to her table. 
Caroline Egan, a junior English major, said 
the presentation put hunger disparity into per-
spective for her.
“It was weird seeing everyone getting up and 
getting food and having to wait for mine. It 
didn’t feel good,” Egan said.
Alyssa Jacobucci, a freshman music education 
major, said seeing other students with their sand-
wiches and sodas did not feel great.
“It’s a good representation because you’re sit-
ting lower than everyone else and you’re able to 
see what (you) don’t have,” she said.
Milan Carter, a sophomore pre-med major, 
was among those in the third group who had to 
use toothpicks to eat cheese and meat rolls on 
the floor.
“It showed that they had more privilege than 
us. It was decent but I’d rather have a sandwich,” 
Carter said.
Carter said she and her sister work to fight 
against hunger disparity when they go out to eat 
in downtown Chicago, by taking their leftovers 
to people on the streets that need it. 
“If people accept your leftovers, you know 
they’re really hungry,” she said.
Olivia Swenson-Hultz can be reached at 581-
3213 or omswensonhultz@eiu.edu 
» Banquet
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CLASSIFIEDS
ACROSS
 1 Request to be 
connected on 
social media
 6 A long, long time
10 Becomes 
obscure, in a 
way, with “up”
14 Wilt
15 Writer/filmmaker 
Ephron
16 Like instructions 
you have to hold 
in your mind
17 Home of the 
Masters
20 Doc who might 
treat sleep apnea
21 They’re often 
caught and 
passed around
22 Fallback strategy
23 Mountaineer’s 
need
25 Word before little 
and late
26 Stomping ground
27 Something 
unknowns are 
introduced in
30 Needle, say
32 Producer of 
inflation
33 Minnesota 
senator 
Klobuchar
36 Divide into 120° 
sections, say
39 It’s not working
42 Bub
43 One who might 
be second-
guessed by 
instant replays
45 Easy-to-park cars
46 Starters
50 Didn’t feel like 
moving, maybe
52 Orioles legend 
Ripken
53 Shot in the dark
56 Plant life
57 Ventured
59 “___ caution”
60 Backtracking … 
or what 17-, 27- 
and 46-Across 
are doing?
63 Pink-slipped
64 Couple of chips, 
maybe
65 Despicable sort
66 Whups
67 Cross
68 What bagpipes 
are often played 
in
DOWN
 1 Alfred who 
coined the 
term “inferiority 
complex”
 2 Max Build-Up 
Remover brand
 3 “Easy! Everything 
will be O.K.”
 4 Sound on Old 
MacDonald’s 
farm
 5 Way impressive
 6 Having hands, in 
a way
 7 Ski resort 
transport
 8 Low ones are 
best, in brief
 9 Didn’t get 
bought
10 Muff
11 Nonmonetary 
donation
12 Haggard
13 More than a 
sliver
18 Schlep
19 Bicker (with)
24 Match maker?
26 “Take one”
28 “Later!”
29 Feel under par
30 Convenience 
store 
convenience
31 Publisher of 
American Hunter 
magazine, for 
short
33 Nude
34 X-ray alternative
35 “Absolutely!”
37 Like forgetful 
actors
38 Celebrity gossip 
site
40 Frequent visitor 
to a principal’s 
office
41 Nurses
44 Hot
46 Reduces to bits
47 Back end
48 Firing range 
sight
49 Standard util.
50 Amazon’s 
voice-controlled 
assistant
51 Group of 13
54 ___ management
55 Traffic signals
56 Brotherhood, for 
short
57 Banquet
58 Come to port
61 Toucan ___, Froot 
Loops 
mascot
62 New England 
state sch.
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Mani Deep, a graduate student in computer technology, works on a final project on food waste in Panther Dining inside of the 24-hour lounge in the Martin Luther King Jr. University 
Union on Wednesday evening. “In Panther Dining, after serving food, any unused boxes of food that have been opened will go into the garbage,” Deep said.
Three clubs, 30 minutes from Charles-
ton hiring dancers 18 and over.  No ex-
perience needed.  Transportation pro-
vided.  Make lots of cash fast.  217-348-
0288.
__________________________3/30
Night owls needed for press help. 
Must be students.  Hours are 11:30 pm 
- 1:00 am.  Irregular hours available. 
Apply in person 1802 Buzzard Hall.
__________________________3/31
For rent Help wanted
Looking for 3 or more girls home away 
from home updated affordable con-
tact Kevin (217) 208- 9724
___________________________4/9
1 and 2 bedroom apartment available 
near campus affordable very nice con-
tact Kevin (217) 208-9724
___________________________4/9
Roomate(s) needed for 2018-2019 
school year starting summer/fall 6,10, 
or 12 month lease 2 females in a 4 BR/
BA close to campus W/D  C/A nice 
front porch large yard 1526 3rd street 
275/ person/ month for 3 people or 
250/ person/ month for 4 people
Emily (217) 273-3054 or Madison (217) 
690-2709
__________________________3/30
Roommates
Love DENthe
follow us on twitter
@den_news
@den_sports
@den_verge
CHECK OUT OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE! 
TAG YOURSELF! 
Logged in
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ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, 
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS: 
IT'S WARBLER TIME! 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN 
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE SURE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S 
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY! 
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONE! 
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:
https://commerce.cashnet.com/eiuspub
Panthers seeing growth in conference play
By Vince Lovergine
Men’s Tennis Reprter|@DEN_sports
 
The Eastern men’s tennis team has 
four matches left this spring season, 
with three of those matches being 
conference opponents.
The Panthers have Belmont, Ten-
nessee State and Austin Peay ahead, 
with Marian being the remaining 
match.
Last season, Eastern went 0-6 in 
conference matches, and are current-
ly 0-3 in this spring season.
“We’ve faced some of the best 
teams in the conference already,” 
coach Sam Kercheval said. “Not 
that it gets much easier, but the guys 
know they need to stay with the pro-
cess and work we are putting in. If 
we do what we are capable of doing, 
control the effort, work hard and 
play smart, the wins will take care of 
themselves.”
For freshman Logan Charbon-
neau, from playing non-conference 
opponents to conference opponents, 
he does not change his game, he just 
tries stay positive.
“Most players would stick to 
what’s working by now but it’s al-
ways good to have an open mind 
about your game,” Charbonneau 
said.   
The Panthers’ last conference 
win in conference play was in 2016 
against Morehead State with a score 
of 4-3. 
In that match, then-sophomores, 
now seniors, Trent and Grant Rei-
man, earned a doubles point, and 
then-sophomore now senior Jar-
ed Woodson also notched a doubles 
point win (with then-senior Ryan 
Henderson).
Grant also won at the No. 3 sin-
gles position, and two other Panthers 
earned wins in singles competition 
who have graduated or transferred.
For Charbonneau, in conference 
matches, it is all about being ready.
“I look forward to the intensity 
and competitiveness in conference 
matches,” he said. 
In the OVC standings, the Pan-
thers sit in sixth place, with Austin 
Peay trailing in seventh.
The Governors  have lost  11 
straight matches, and has just one 
win all season, standing at 1-15 this 
spring.
Jacksonville State and Tennes-
see Tech lead the way in the stand-
ings, with both teams at 2-0. Bel-
mont Eastern Kentucky, and Tennes-
see State all have one win each.
Kercheval said as cliché as it 
sounds, Eastern has to prepare for 
each match as its own. 
“Notes we have on particular 
teams or players can be great, but 
also need to be taken with a grain of 
a salt as a lot can change since the 
last time you saw them,” he said. 
“Conference match or not, we have 
to prepare and execute the game that 
best suits us.”
The last winning season in con-
ference play for Eastern was back 
in 2008, where the team finished at 
6-3. 
Vince Lovergine can be reached at 
581-2812 or vplovergine@eiu.edu.
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Senior Jared Woodson hits a forehand in practice Oct. 2017. Eastern has three OVC matches left in the spring 
season.
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Friday will mark the Eastern track 
and field team’s first home meet of 
the outdoor season. For seniors like 
distance runner Lea Viano, this is 
one of many “last firsts” of her final 
year at Eastern.
Viano said that going into Big 
Blue Classic comes with a mix of 
emotions.
“With Friday night being my last 
first home meet, it’s very bittersweet 
but also exciting,” Viano said. “It’s 
been a good four years of training 
hard and racing. To make it to this 
point (is) very special and a huge ac-
complishment.”
Although this meet is a mark of fi-
nality for Viano, she is doing some-
thing for the first time in her career 
as an Eastern athlete. Viano is run-
ning the 10-kilometer race for the 
first time.
Viano ran the 3,000-meter run, 
5,000-meter run and the mile race 
in the indoor season. She ran her 
best 5,000-meter run in February, 
coming in at 18 minutes, 53.19 sec-
onds. She also broke a personal re-
cord at Eastern’s John Craft Invite in 
the mile with a time of 5:42.05.
Viano said that going into a new 
race gives her a sense of nervousness, 
but she said she is looking forward 
to competing in a new race.
“I think my biggest challenge for 
this meet is the unknown. With nev-
er racing the 10K on the track, it 
makes me somewhat nervous, but I 
know I am capable of (running) it 
and staying positive,” she said.
The outdoor season will be a cul-
mination of training and extra work 
during the indoor season, Viano 
said. She added that she and her 
teammates used their spring break to 
follow a workout plan based on their 
individual events.
Viano has one outdoor meet in 
the books already as the team com-
peted in the Southern Illinois-Car-
bondale Bill Cornell Classic last 
weekend. She ran the 1,500-meter 
run, finishing in 5:09.78. No East-
ern athletes ran the 10-kilometer run 
at that meet.
 Being a senior has given Viano a 
chance to guide the underclassmen 
on the distance squad. She said she 
has enjoyed being their mentor on 
and off the track.
“As a senior, I feel I have done a 
good job leading the underclassmen 
especially the freshman,” Viano said. 
“There are two other senior girls 
that help lead with me. I think we 
all have showed the underclassmen 
what it means to be a Panther and 
given them insight on how to lead 
a team.”
The other two senior women on 
the distance team are Maria Baldwin 
and Caroline Collet. Baldwin also 
ran in the 1,500-meter run at Car-
bondale, finishing in 4:55.18. Collet 
competed in the 5,000-meter run, 
finishing in 19:40.40.
Viano said she has enjoyed be-
ing surrounded by talented women 
both within the distance circle and 
outside of it. She describe the dis-
tance part of the team as a close-
knit group that is friends even off 
the track.
Overcoming an injury in her 
freshman and sophomore years was 
hard on Viano both mentally and 
physically, she said. However, the in-
jury allowed her to develop a strong 
mentality, and that is something that 
she hopes to leave the team with.
“One thing I want to leave with 
the team is the mentality to nev-
er give up and keeping working for 
something greater,” Viano said. “Be-
ing a (Division I) athlete is not easy; 
it takes sacrifice, hard work and a 
good attitude. To my fellow team-
mates, and future Panthers, work 
hard, stay positive when it gets hard, 
and most of all have fun.”
The track and field team will host 
the Big Blue Classic this weekend, 
starting at 1 p.m. Friday and 9:30 
a.m. Saturday at O’Brien Field.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 
581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Track senior preps for first home meet of season
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Redshirt sophomore defensive back Taylor Jefferies lays a hit on redshirt freshman tight end Jonathan McCoy in the Panthers’ spring practice Wednesday 
night at O’Brien Field. Eastern is trying to perfect its defense in the second year running the scheme.
Fundamentals key for Panthers on defense 
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Last season the Eastern football 
team and new defensive coordinator 
Cary Fowler instilled an entirely new 
defensive scheme and one that, all 
things considered, kept the Panthers 
in most of its games last season. 
In regulation of games, Eastern 
never scored more than 21 points on 
offense, so a lot of the team’s success 
was dependent on the defense hold-
ing the opposing team in key situa-
tions. 
Now in year two of perfecting the 
new defense, Fowler hopes to see the 
defense get fundamentally better and 
take another leap forward in his goal 
to having the number one defense in 
the country. 
The Panthers are running a new, 
faster-paced offense this season in 
spring football, one that Fowler 
has seen in both Texas and at Mur-
ray State. But with that new offense, 
Fowler said that the team is running a 
lot of the same plays, so both the of-
fense and the defense need to learn to 
“succumb to boredom” and improve 
fundamentally.
“Year two of our system defensive-
ly, which was a complete change one-
year ago, so we’re making that change 
with what we’re doing defensive-
ly right now,” Fowler said. “But year 
two our guys are getting so much bet-
ter and our guys are running the same 
plays, and if we can fundamentally be 
better football players, we will see ma-
jor improvements next year.”
Outside of improving fundamen-
tally, forcing more turnovers is some-
thing else that Fowler wants his team 
to be thinking about during spring 
football. 
“Being able to get hits on the quar-
terback and being turnover conscious. 
That’s an emphasis that I have got to 
put in everyday with them,” Fowl-
er said. “We have got to put our of-
fense in short field positions, espe-
cially with what we’re doing offen-
sively now, so we can score a lot more 
points than what it would if we were 
backing them up, and we have got to 
become so much better turnover con-
scious.”
Redshirt players like Marcus Born-
slater, who was moved to a hybrid po-
sition Eastern calls “star,” are among 
a group of guys, particularly fresh-
men, who have caught Fowler’s eye 
this spring. 
“The whole freshmen class, I have 
been really impressed with what 
they’re doing,” Fowler said. “Guys 
like Sean Williams at linebacker, he 
was hurt most of last year, he is a guy 
that I think has been playing as good 
as anybody we have defensively right 
now.”
“Up front, Austin Johnson moved 
from linebacker to defensive end, you 
have got speed with him and then 
Alex Smith at the opposite end, who 
hasn’t played very much here, but 
with what we’re doing here right now, 
the speed that they have on the pass 
rush, those guys have really jumped 
out at me,” Fowler added. 
The pass rush is something that 
head coach Kim Dameron said the 
team was looking to improve on at 
signing day in February, and so far in 
spring football, Dameron said there 
has been an increase in the aggressive-
ness of the defensive line. 
“We’re a little bit more attack-read 
than we used to be, we used to be a 
little bit more read-attack. Which re-
ally works well for the run game, but 
sometimes hurts you in the passing 
game and so we are trying to be a lit-
tle more aggressive up front,” Damer-
on said. 
Dameron said defensive end Alex 
Smith might be the most improved 
player. He added that the lineback-
ers remain relatively the same as last 
season, with redshirt sophomore Sean 
Williams finally being healthy, and 
that having guys like redshirt sopho-
more Ray Crittenden in the defensive 
back crew has been good this season. 
Something about the defensive 
backs that was emphasized at signing 
day was the speed of them. A part of 
that group in the backfield is redshirt-
senior DyShaun Smith who said the 
goal in spring ball is to get everyone 
on the same page, play fast and keep 
it simple.
“Just compete and compete at a 
high level. And that is what we expect 
out of everybody,” Smith said. “We 
expect a lot of young guys to step up 
and expect a lot of leadership to come 
out of the senior group, like myself, 
Taylon Shephard (defensive tackle), 
Josh Price (defensive line), what he 
expects on the field. Leadership, ef-
fort and high competition is what’s 
going to get us to that level we need 
to be at.”
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812 
or jpbullock@eiu.edu.
"Just compete and compete at a high level. And  that 
is what we expect out of everybody,"
DyShaun Smith, Defensive back
By Adam Shay
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
After Tuesday’s game cancellation, 
the Eastern baseball team continues 
its conference play as it hosts Tennes-
see Tech this weekend in a three-game 
series. 
The rain pushed Thursday’s game to 
Friday morning at 11 a.m. Eastern will 
play a doubleheader Friday and finish 
off the series Saturday as scheduled.
On the season, the Golden Eagles 
have an overall record of 18-5 and are 
8-1 in conference play, whereas the 
Panthers’ 1-5 conference play puts 
them in 10th place.
What has propelled the Golden Ea-
gles’ success this season has been their 
consistent and OVC-leading offense. 
Statistically, their offense has blown the 
competition off the field, with a team 
average of .357, scoring 255 runs on 
the season.
Despite their high-powered offense, 
the Golden Eagles will have a tough 
matchup against the Panthers’ pitch-
ing. So far on the season, the Panthers’ 
pitching has been their backbone as the 
team ranks third in the OVC with a 
5.39 team ERA.
“I think we need our starting pitch-
ing to give us longer outings than we’ve 
been having before going to the bull-
pen,” junior pitcher Carson Haws said. 
The bullpen has been consistent this 
season, led by sophomore relief pitch-
er Jack Wolfe and senior closer Mi-
chael Starcevich. Wolfe this season has 
a 2.35 ERA in 15.1 innings pitched, 
followed by Starcevich’s 2.49 ERA and 
four saves, having him tied for second 
in the OVC. 
On the season, the Panthers’ offense 
has been inconsistent, ranging from 
high scoring wins to being shut out. 
“We just have to control what we 
can control,” senior centerfielder Jo-
seph Duncan said. “Having good qual-
ity at-bats, staying within ourselves, 
and not trying to do too much. It’s 
just a matter of time until it clicks this 
year.” 
The problem for the Panthers has 
not been getting runners on base and 
in scoring position, but the ability to 
drive those players in. There are six 
players that have a .370 on-base per-
centage, led by redshirt junior catcher 
Josh Turnock that leads the team with 
a .468 OBP. 
Unlike their previous games, the 
Panthers will have all their suspended 
players back, giving them more depth 
in the lineup. Haws said he thinks ev-
eryone is happy to have all the Panthers 
together for the series. 
Going off standings, the Panthers 
are an underdog against the Golden 
Eagles, especially coming off a sweep 
to Murray State. Regardless, the team 
knows the potential they have and are 
not worried about who they face.
 “I think we can surprise them in 
all aspects of our game,” Duncan said. 
“Our team showed that we can put it 
all together, especially at Memphis. It’s 
in us, we just have to go out and do it.” 
Adam Shay can be reached at 581-2812 
or acshay@eiu.edu.
Panthers take on 1st place Tennessee Tech
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Junior Carson Haws throws a pitch in the Panthers’ loss to Indiana State 
March 20 at Coaches Stadium. Eastern’s Thursday game against Tennes-
see Tech got moved to Friday for a doubleheader to start the three-game 
series.
